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Business Licensing w/
Town of Silverton

Overview
All for-profit businesses entities operating within the Town of

Silverton are required by ordinance to obtain a local (Silverton)
business license. The local application deadline is January 31st.

Applicants will be charged a $25 late penalty after this

deadline. 

Step 1: New/Current

Business Registration

Step 2: Inspections

and Review

Application for a New Business

License and License Renewal may

be obtained in person at Town Hall

or requested via email from the

Town Clerk or downloaded from

the Forms & Applications page.

See pg. 4 for more information &
requirements.

Inspections or other review procedures

may be required prior to the issuance

of your license. If you have questions

about this process, please head to

Town of Silverton’s website and

contact the appropriate staff.

Silverton 

Sales Tax=
10.4%

Lodging businesses (hotels, campgrounds, weekly rentals) are required to

collect and remit both County Lodging Taxes and Town Lodging Fees. For

more informations on the Lodging tax and Town Lodging Fee, head here.

Liquor License- Applicants are encouraged to allow SIXTY DAYS

from the date their application is submitted to the Town Clerk for the

licensing process to conclude. 

Liquor License Renewal- The State’s Liquor Code

requires that you submit your renewal application to the

Town of Silverton FORTY-FIVE days prior to the expiration

of your license. Upon receipt of your application and fees,

your renewal application will be considered at the next

scheduled court date. Applicants need not be present at

these meetings. More information listed here.
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https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/town-clerk
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/forms-applications
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/business-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/business-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing
https://townofsilverton.colorado.gov/liquor-licensing


New businesses within the Town of Silverton must submit a

Business Permit Application prior to opening. Please ensure you

submit your application with plenty of time for review (minimum 2

weeks). 

The New Business License must be approved by Town of Silverton

staff, with required sign-offs from each relevant department,

including: 

1.Fire & Building Inspection

2. Utilities

3. Clerks Office

4. Planning & Zoning

Brick-and-Mortar businesses must also submit an outdoor lighting

plan for all applications for Business Permits, Building Permits,

Sign Permits, Site Plan, Historic District Overlay Review, Planned

Unit Development, Special Use Permit, and Simple and Major

Subdivisions shall submit a lighting plan showing compliance.

The lighting plan shall include the

following information:
a. The manufacture’s cut sheet for each proposed outdoor light fixture;
b. A site plan with property boundaries including all existing and

proposed

light fixture locations and their light spill;
c. A table showing the total lumens by fixture and a calculation explaining

the total lumens per net acre;
d. Total Kelvin for each proposed lamp; and

e. Other materials necessary to show compliance with Outdoorlighting in

the Land Use Code.

 New Businesses Registration
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xPoZyovC3d3BTZJSvuTJUOyALZ933svs/view


Outdoor Lighting Compliance for

Brick-and-Mortar Businesses
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Silverton is currently working towards becoming a designated

International Dark Sky Place (IDSP) in partnership with

DarkSky Colorado and the Colorado Tourism Office. 

What does this mean for your business?
All newly installed outdoor lighting—on public or private

property—must meet the Town’s Outdoor Lighting Code.

DarkSky International offers a searchable library of

certified, compliant lighting products.

New business licenses require a lighting plan that

demonstrates compliance with Dark Sky standards.

Full compliance by 2035. All existing outdoor lighting

must be upgraded to meet the code by 2035.

Check out the lighting compliance tools provided by

SJDA & TOS Planning Department to ensure your

business is compliant.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19illmPsk--11desSFtjeHe4NMOiC_gER
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Outdoor Lighting should be fully shielded meaning no light can

shine abouve a 90 degree angle. The goal of fully shielded light

fixtures is to prevent:

Light Trespass- light falling where it is not wanted or needed.

Skyglow- reduces our ability to view celestial objects due to   

scattered light from sources on the ground.

Glare- intense and blinding light that can cause discomfort and

temporary blindness.

In addition to fixtures, all lighting must be not exceed 3,000 kelvin.



Business 

Incentives

Opportunity Zone

Benefits:
Temporary Deferral-

A deferral of inclusion in

taxable income for

capital gains invested in

Opportunity Funds until

December 31, 2026

Step-up Basis -

Reduction of tax owed

on gains if held for 5

years (10%) 2 or 7 years

(15%)

Permanent Exclusion -

Any Growth in the value

of the Opportunity Fund

itself is tax free if held

for 10+ 3 years

See Silverton & San Juan County
Prospectus here 7

The federal Opportunity Zone (OZ) program

provides tax incentives for investing in low-

income urban and rural communities,

including favorable treatment of reinvested

capital gains and potential forgiveness of

taxes on new gains.

Complementing this, the Opportunity Fund

incentivizes investment in San Juan County

by deferring or potentially eliminating capital

gains taxes on long-term investments,

allowing investors to fully utilize their gains

while pursuing social impact in the

communities they care about.

Business Eligibility:
70% of the business’ tangible property needs to

be:
1. Acquired after 2017 from an unrelated party

2. Used in any opportunity zone 70% or more of

the time

3. Original use property or be substantially

improved

For more information:

CO OEDIT Opportunity Zone
Program

https://www.sanjuandevelopment.com/flipbook
https://www.sanjuandevelopment.com/flipbook
https://oedit.colorado.gov/colorado-opportunity-zone-program
https://oedit.colorado.gov/colorado-opportunity-zone-program


Enterprise Zone Tax Credits are tax

incentives to encourage businesses to

stay, locate, and expand in designated

economically distressed areas of the

state. Colorado's Enterprise Zone (EZ)
program provides certain state income

tax credits and several other incentives

for private enterprise to expand or for new

businesses to locate within a state EZ

area.

A business located within these

boundaries may be eligible for EZ tax

credits, including capital investment tax

credits, job tax credits, job training,

research and development tax credits,

and other credits and incentives. All of

San Juan County is designated as an

enhanced enterprise zone areas which

means businesses are able to earn

additional tax credits when adding net

new employees.

Enterprise Zone

Pre-certify

Annually:

To be eligible for Enterprise

Zone. Pre-certification and

Certification is required and

is filed electronically, and

approved by the Southwest

Enterprise Zone

Administrator. To pre-

certify or certify click here.

Submitting information for

pre-certification does not

obligate a business to earn

or use EZ tax credit(s), but

must be pre-certified to

claim them.

8

https://oedit.my.site.com/


Rural Jump Start 

Program

Benefits:

The Rural Jump-Start Zone

program is a grant and tax relief

program for new businesses

and new hires who locate into

certain designated areas called

Jump-Start Zones. 

Requirements to be eligible:
 1. Businesses cannot be

operating in the State of

Colorado at the time of

application.

2. Cannot compete with similar

businesses in the county where

they are locating or an adjacent

economically distressed county.

Grants up to $20,000 on a 3:1

reimbursement basis for business

expenses.

Grants up to $2,500 per net new

hire in the program.

Grant amount doubles if the New

Business is in a Tier 1 Just

Transition Community.

Relief from state income taxes for

the new business

Relief from the state sales & use

tax for the new business

Relief from county and municipal

business personal property tax for

the new business

Relief from state income taxes for

the employee

Contact Region 9 to

determine qualification here. 9

https://www.region9edd.org/contact


Grant Opportunities

& Services

Monthly Grant Digest

SJDA provides a monthly grant digest that is primarily designed for

businesses and non-profits located within San Juan County and the

Town of Silverton, Colorado.

The Grant Digest provides a number of different grant opportunities

including non-federal funding and technical assistance opportunities

(private entities), federal funding, women & minority small business

grants, and non-profit grant opportunities. 

Letters of Support 

San Juan Development

Association is happy to

provide a Letter of Support to

other local non-profits and

for-profit businesses that

align with the SJDA mission

and vision. Please request a

LOS at least 7 days before

the required grant

application is due. 

Grant Review

SJDA Grant & Sustainability

Coordinator &/or Region 9

Community Grant Writer can

provide feedback/review

your grant application.

Reach out to Tiffany

Brodersen at Region 9 for

support at

tiffany@region9edd.org.

10DOWNLOAD MONTHLY GRANT DIGEST

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvqwUxmtXma4D_HHYBZ6APhFxprr_VnEaIyhKFRoi74/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:tiffany@region9edd.org
mailto:tiffany@region9edd.org
mailto:tiffany@region9edd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvqwUxmtXma4D_HHYBZ6APhFxprr_VnEaIyhKFRoi74/edit?usp=sharing


Silverton Main

Street Program
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Projects in Silverton

Art Through the Seasons is designed to maintain visual interest and vibrancy in the

downtown area during seasonal or permanent business closures. Local art is displayed

in vacant windows, which increases the visual appeal of buildings and provides local

artists with a high-impact marketing opportunity.

The Silverton Main Street Program is directed by a three-year

roadmap which outlines four strategic priorities aligned to its mission

and vision:

Barricade Beautification Project was funded by our Main Street Mini Grant Funds and

Town of Silverton. This project aims to enhance the visual appeal of business bump-

outs in our downtown zone.

Other Main Street Projects include the Business Resource Guide, SJDA Website

Revamp, and the purchase of 4 ADA Accessible Tables for Parks and Rec.

Continued efforts are being made to fund New Entryway Signs, a Business

Incubator Park, the Silverton Library Renovation, and other wayfinding projects.



ORGANIZATION gets everyone

working toward the same goal and

assembles the appropriate human and

financial resources to implement a

Main Street Revitalization program.

This includes SJDA Main Street

Manager to coordinate the work and

act as a point of contact.

DESIGN puts our Silverton Main

Street into top physical shape,

rehabilitating historic buildings,

encouraging appropriate new

construction, and developing

sensible design.

ECONOMIC VITALITY in Silverton is

enhanced through the Main Street

Program by strengthening existing

businesses, diversifying the economic

base, and creating new jobs to meet the

needs of today’s consumers. The

program fosters entrepreneurship,

attracts new businesses, and revitalizes

underutilized commercial spaces,

boosting profitability and sales tax

revenue for the district.

  

PROMOTION  enhances Silverton’s

Main Street by showcasing its unique

characteristics and creating a positive

image that attracts consumers and

investors to live, work, shop, and play in

the district. 
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Through workshops, special events, and one-on-one consulting

opportunities, SJDA provides low-cost or free professional guidance

year-round. These initiatives help foster economic growth, attract

investment, and support both new and existing businesses by

offering expert advice on marketing, business strategies, and other

key areas of development.
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Business Training &
Workshops

Consulting

Workshops

Upcoming Events

in Silverton:

SILVERTON

BUSINESS SUMMIT

Discover essential

business resources and

updates for success.

FREE EVENT, DATE TBDAt no charge, you can meet with a business

consultant who understands your situation and

can devise an action plan to progress your

company. Areas of consulting can include but

are not limited to: business plan development,

marketing strategy, registration and licensing,

start-up and financing preparation.

Marketing/Branding

Startup Essentials

Bookkeeping/QuickB

ooks/Accounting

Website Creation/E-

Commerce

Taxes

PR

Business Planning

and much more!

SIGN UP FOR SJDA’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

TRAININGS &
WORKSHOPS

Stay in the know on

upcoming workshops

and trainings located

right here in Silverton by

signing up for the

monthly newsletter

below.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Feb22e09f5358%2Fsjda-business-newsletter-sign-up%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1lJY2myN5_OO2xe_jMIpuMHKUTPiAP63dndOB3GaRiQvhJzxD2oDIKRk0_aem_zJPSdpFL-z7xcBSpOWs86A&h=AT3QwFVNx0HHl-PwjLav89psrY1v6o43zsDl-m8jUu88i_on6VQ0ujDwupWqtJbP4nDY72eSZmz7E0e8ZBsi6C_fwODmdt0srgWfygUNkz_LOW1_jc29ioSuVAmiW90Ahazb&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT35fnwhxs84LYL-J5OB5OttYlVsN3wGxVgjzCMOJ39dK6ucHipCJcqy9rvRoU0PAN_QyB7YoxiGJOdel9j2GI6-x4ik7DVuqCwA5K9HS-2ce971l16qRLuA6aCtnbqodr1fY0n-xtwGIb2mdQaq_1hQ-aXKljWlCQUPNm5HeUDLMKosz0QSdOJyKJ2dwws4


Partners

San Juan Development Association is a 501c3 that
promotes commercial, cultural, industrial, and
recreational development in and within the vicinity
of the Town of Silverton and San Juan County,
Colorado.

EcoAction Partners provides data-centered
solutions that empower  partners to drive climate
action and create more sustainable communities.
Check out their new Commercial Sustainability
Guidebook to help businesses reach their
sustainability goals.

Region 9 is San Juan County’s regional leader,
working cooperatively with private and public
sectors to enhance economic conditions in the
area, and improve economic prosperity. Check out
Region 9's Business Loan Fund. 14

Colorado Main Street, a program of the Department of
Local Affairs, offers support for community-led
downtown revitalization, helping cities and towns thrive
by providing a customizable framework to focus efforts,
energy, and resources. Silverton, through the SJDA, is
one of 26 official Main Street communities in Colorado
that receives technical assistance, mini-grants and
consulting services from the statewide coordinating
program.

https://www.sanjuandevelopment.com/
https://www.ecoactionpartners.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZAn7g5YzQ8VLEuK8vH-PxMC6W4LtQzvi/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZAn7g5YzQ8VLEuK8vH-PxMC6W4LtQzvi/view
https://www.region9edd.org/
https://www.region9edd.org/
https://www.region9edd.org/business-loan-fund
https://dlg.colorado.gov/main-street


Silverton Creative District is a non-profit formed

by local artists for local artists. They believe that

developing a stronger arts presence in Silverton

will create a more diversified economy in our

mountain caldera. 

The Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce (SACC)

promote San Juan County/Silverton businesses,

events, promotions and recruitment of new

residents & businesses. Become a Chamber

member here!
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The SBDC located at Fort Lewis College in Durango,

Colorado, provides assistance to all existing small

businesses and others who need help in developing

their ideas. The SBDC works directly with San Juan

Development Association year-round, and is available

to meet in person in Silverton and virtually for 1:1

consulting. Stay tuned for workshop announcements

and events.

https://www.silvertoncreativedistrict.org/
https://www.silvertoncolorado.com/membership
https://www.silvertoncolorado.com/membership
https://sbdcfortlewis.org/who-we-are/about-the-sbdc/

